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Newsletter  -  February  2020 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Visitors 
Our school has friends all around the world.  In Autumn, we continued to work with Tanzanian schools and this term we 
hosted four teachers from Chile and found out all about South America, their home in the countryside near Santiago and 
learnt what school is like for their children.  You may get requests to book your holidays there!!  
 

School Lottery 

The children have all had a fantastic half term with lots of exciting learning and events in 

school.  They particularly enjoyed the treats we booked for them to enhance their learning 

experiences in school, paid for from your kind donations and proceeds of lottery money.  

ZOOLAB brought to life our learning about animals, habitats, climates and the rainforests where important topics like 

deforestation and climate change were discussed.  Aladdin was a treat enjoyed by the whole school – the Pantomime 

experience showcased a fantastic set, music and costumes and was fun for all – even our Chilean guests ! 
 

Please consider signing up to the School Lottery, as 40% of the proceeds of the ticket sales are returned to school.  Some 

winners also donate their prize money back to school, which has enabled us to buy these experiences for our pupils. 

Sign up by 22nd February and you could win a FITBIT Bundle for your family.  Tickets are £1 each and the average 

winnings for our school per week is £20-£25 - with the prize being dependent upon tickets sold.   Your number is also 

put into a weekly national draw for the chance to win a fantastic £25,000 !!!! 

We would appreciate you spreading the word.  As well as yourselves, grandparents, families members and friends can 

join too.   Our staff, families and parishioners are currently supporting us but we need more families to commit to it too. 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/play  

Rights Respecting School 

School is in the process of being re-accredited for this prestigious award at the very 

highest level.  Charters in school have been updated and we are re-visiting learning on the 

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.  Pupils understand that as Rights holders they 

also need to think independently and take responsibility for their choices, as they are duty bearers for other children.  If 

you wish to know more please visit Unicef Website -  https://www.unicef.org.uk/.    

 

Family Friday - 14th February 2020 – 2.30pm 
Our focus this Friday will be on Article 7 Every Child has the right to a name and nationality.  You will work with your 

child, creating your family name for a piece of artwork to be displayed in school.  Why did you choose your child’s name?  

Any special reasons or anything you may know about your family surname.  We all need to feel we belong and giving 

your child a name is one of the first signs that they belong to your family.  This links to our family school ethos and strong 

relationships with all our parents and carers.  We appreciate all you do as the first educators of your children and as 

teachers we help you in the role of helping your child to learn and aspire to be the best they can be. 

 
ATTENDANCE – for January 2020 

Class 1 Class 2 Class 3 Class 4 Class 5 

95.63% 98.75% 96.63% 96.02% 96.67% 

http://www.olst.org.uk/
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/play
https://www.unicef.org.uk/


Mini Vinnies 

As part of our Social Justice work on helping to make our world a better place older pupils have been learning about 
refugees.  The North East is home to 1200 Syrian Refugees and our Parish supports them through the work of Ros 
Glasper.  As Lent draws nearer children wish to make a difference in this area.  After supporting the Salvation Army Toy 
Appeal at Christmas and our local Foodbank at Harvest, Year 6 pupils wish to support the refugee and asylum centre 
based in Newcastle.  They will meet with the team that runs this vital work, then pupils will write to parents with their 
plan.  Our new governor, Laura Minto and Mrs Fulton will help them realise this.  We are extremely proud of their 
kindness and generosity of spirit – true global citizens.  The future is definitely in safe hands. 
 
Tea Club  
Many thanks for your responses to our viability consultation for this.  We will be looking into costing this moving forward 
and hope to offer this provision in the near future on a trial basis.  Families requiring this wrap around care are in the 
minority.  I will communicate again regarding this in the near future. 
 
World Book Day – 5th March 2020 
School recognises the cost of this well-loved event creeping up year on year.  We know the children enjoy dressing up 
so this year we propose the theme of ‘Bedtime Stories’,  where pupils can wear a onesie or pyjamas and bring in their 
favourite book to share in class.   Parents are invited to join pupils at the end of the school day to share a story time in 
class with your child.  There is nothing nicer than snuggling up with a good book and pupils love accessing their cosy 
reading areas in school to do just that.  Come in and join us at 2.30pm and join the magic of reading.  You are never too 
old to enjoy a story. 

 
#GOLDILOCKS  -  A fairty-tale for the digital age !!  
Research suggests children are using social media before parents have spoken to them about 
how to use it responsibly, with 48% being exposed to it by age seven.  The book is a modern twist 
on the classic fairy tale and offers a fun and accessible way for parents to discuss responsible 
social media use with their younger children.  Vodafone UK and Andersen Press have teamed up 
with award-winning author Jeanne Willis and illustrator Tony Ross to produce a co-branded digital edition of #Goldilocks.  
The book shows #Goldilocks in trouble with the three bears over her use of social media.  It aims to help educate children 
about the potential consequences of being unkind, getting carried away with selfies or oversharing images in a light-
hearted way.  Download the book free of charge at https://www.vodafone.co.uk/mobile/digital-parenting/goldilocks 
there is also an activity sheet available.    
 
School has worked hard over the last few years to ensure our school is invested in.  We have created a 

new classroom and re-furbished the children’s bathrooms throughout the school.  We have also 

invested in technology with a micro-bit purchase and the upgrading of our existing equipment. 

We are looking to improve our outdoor space for the children.  British weather dictates that pupils can only use our 

playing field when it is dry.  We have an area at the bottom of the yard that would provide a much needed playing space 

for the children, however this is not always accessible either, due to the muddy terrain.  It has a beautiful wooden stage 

which again can only be used when dry.  We have looked into tarmacking this area but it is very expensive, so I am 

presently looking into the feasibility of an all-weather surface.  

If any parents/grandparents have any suggestions or contacts or wish to donate to the cost, we would appreciate you 

contacting us.  This will be our next big project in order to continue investing in our school.  Thank you in advance. 

 

We welcome a new child to Year 1 after half term. His name is Wade and his family have recently 

moved into the area.  We know he will settle in quickly and make lots of new friends.  

 

Hope you enjoy the half term holiday.  Looking forward to seeing you on 24th February. 

Regards, 

Ruth Veitch,  

Head teacher 


