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Newsletter  -  January 2020 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

I have been asked to share the following statement with you from the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle Education 

Department: 

 

Revised Diocesan Academy Policy  

The Diocesan Academy Policy has been revised with the aim that our Diocesan Schools will become Academies within 
one of four Diocesan education trusts by July 2022.  Underpinning the Diocesan Academy Policy is the desire and need 
to ensure the promotion, preservation, protection and future development of Catholic education within the Diocese 
of Hexham and Newcastle so that it is fit for the mission of the Church.  There are 156 schools in our Diocese educating 
53,600 children. 45 of our schools are currently academies.  The implementation of this policy will happen in two 
stages:  

Stage 1:  consolidation of existing academies and trusts into one base trust. 

Stage 2:  conversion of voluntary aided schools to academy status within their regional trust. 

Whenever voluntary aided schools convert to academy status, they will join their single regional trust as equal 
partners with all schools within the trust.  All schools in the region will be included in the process from the outset.  In 
establishing these trust structures and having a single system in our Diocese, we aim to ensure that the children and 
young people in our schools will continue to receive the very best educational opportunities and life fulfilling 
experiences, within communities which have the teachings of Christ and his Church at the very centre.  A Catholic 
Trust model where every school has its place will mean that no individual school will be left isolated or vulnerable in 
a rapidly changing environment.  It will ensure that the uniqueness of each individual school is celebrated and the 
unique contribution of each is recognised and appreciated.  In order for this policy to be fulfilled, the Bishop expects 
all schools to continue to work together as a Diocesan family for the good of Catholic education in our Diocese.  
Through the trust structures the aim is to facilitate greater sharing, adding strength and capacity to our system and 
ensuring that all schools are supported and included.  In this way, we will better fulfil the mission of Catholic education 
within the Church. 
 

 
 

 

Over the last few years, the Bishop and Diocese have been in discussions about making all Catholic schools in our Diocese 

into Academies.  Last term the new Bishop announced his decision that all Catholic schools would become academies 

by July 2022.  The Diocesan plan is for four large ‘Multi Academy Trusts’ (groups of schools working together in one 

trust),  we will be joining Carmel Education Trust which is based in Darlington.  We already work very closely with St 

John’s and the Catholic schools in our area.  Meetings are being held this term for us to learn more about the process 

and timescales.  We will keep you informed when we find out more information.  If anyone wishes to ask questions, 

please do not hesitate to contact me. 

  

http://www.olst.org.uk/


I would like to wish all our families a very Happy New Year full of peace, love, health and happiness.  

We have all returned today and are excited for the term ahead.  I am sure there are many happy 

parents to see the return of the school term!   

I hope you all had a lovely Christmas holiday. The teachers are all avoiding the chocolate and biscuits in the staffroom 

and everyone is full of new year resolutions.  It is lovely to see the children happy to be back with their class mates and 

hearing all their stories.  Staff will be sending class newsletters about this term’s learning and key information.  Our next 

parent consultation is in March 2020. 

 
Relationships Education – Relationships, Sex and Health Education Policy 

September 2020 is the statutory deadline for all schools to revise their policy.  This follows the DfE statutory guidance 
issued in February 2019. 

OLST is looking for interested parents to join a focus group and help to develop our new policy. 

We will adhere to the Diocesan guidance and recommended resources.  School needs to formally inform our families 
that we are beginning this seven-step process. 

Step 1 - Establish a Working Party and inform parents 

Step 2 - Audit current documentation, provision and practice. 

Step 3 - Present to FGB 

Step 4 - Draft Policy and documentation produced. 

Step 5 - Consultation Process 

Step 6  - Finalising of Policy 

Step 7 - Annual Review 

Please contact the office if you are interested in joining our focus group.  Your time is very much appreciated. 

 

HEADLICE:  Parents, please be vigilant, we have had a number of cases of Headlice reported this week.  

Information leaflets are available in school. 

NEWSLETTERS:  In a bid to be more environmentally friendly, in 2020 we are to trial putting Newsletters out 

via the website.  You will be informed by text when the latest newsletter is posted onto the website.  Paper 

copies will only be sent home, if you contact the office to specifically request one.  

 
JANUARY 2020: 
Monday 6th School re-opens for teaching purposes 
Monday 13th Class 5 Visit to Locomotion 
Tuesday 14th Zoo Lab visit to School 
 Year 6 Booster Classes for SATS start – weekly after school to 4.15pm 
Wednesday 15th Boys Football Team playing at Parkside 
Thursday 23rd  Aladdin Pantomime visit to school 
Monday 27th Class 5 Liturgy  -  2.30pm 
Friday 31st  Swimming Gala 
 
February 2020 
Wednesday 5th Class 4 Liturgy 2.30pm 
Mon 9th to Thurs 12th Assessment Week  
Tuesday 11th Safter Internet Day and Parental workshop – All welcome 
Friday 14th Family Friday – 2pm  Rights Respecting focus. 
 School Closes for Half term 
Monday 24th Re-opens for teaching purposes 
Wednesday 26th  Mini Police visit to Durham Constabulary Control Room 
 Ash Wednesday – Pupils to receive their Ashes in School 


