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Newsletter  -  July 2020 
 

Dear Parents, 

I cannot believe we are in July and the school holidays are fast approaching. I am delighted that we are 

able to move towards welcoming all our pupils back full-time in September.  

We have missed them all and we look forward to hearing the buzz around school once again. 

No one could have anticipated that when we said goodbye back in March that Covid-19 would unfold as 

it has.  Our collective thoughts and prayers are with those who have lost loved ones.  Special thanks to 

our key workers and all front line staff for all you have done and continue to do as part of the Covid 

Response from all at OLST. 

We also wish to thank you all as parents for your words of positivity and encouragement as well as your 

hard work in supporting home schooling, which has been very challenging for many including myself! 

This final newsletter of the academic year outlines the last couple of weeks and initial plans for 

September. 

 

School Holidays 

OLST will close to all on Friday 17th July in line with the DFE announcement.  School staff have planned a 

project-based final two weeks for the children to let their creativity flow.  Details of this will be posted in 

the usual way. 

School Holidays for the next 2020/21 Academic Year are on the website for those of you planning 

holidays for next year. 

OLST will re-open to all on Wednesday 2nd September 2020. 

Organisation of School 

I wish to reassure parents worrying about ‘catch up’ or ‘being behind’, that every parent in the land feels 

the same way.  OLST will ensure our Recovery Curriculum addresses what any gaps in knowledge. We 

intend to spend the first half term assessing the gaps and teaching accordingly with a focus on our core 

subjects and the health and emotional well-being of all our pupils. 

The Government has been creating headlines with all the money they will be sending into schools – we 

will await what actually happens and keep you informed of any additional plans. Therefore, OLST is 

focusing on a return to a ‘new normal’ and will send details of the practicalities of this following the 

published new DFE Guidance for full opening released yesterday.  

OLST is a mixed-age school and tend to have split cohorts in Y1 and Y4. SAT examinations are likely to                    

remain in place next year, so it is with this in mind that Y2 and Y6 will be taught as single age ranges.  

http://www.olst.org.uk/


We are also mindful that our current Reception pupils have not experienced their full Reception 

Curriculum.  As this stage in their development is so crucial, we intend to keep them together as a 

cohort in the Early Years Unit to enable Mrs Brown to straddle both curriculums with an emphasis on 

access to free flow and the play based approach they have missed due to Covid. 

Year 4 will be the only split cohort and parents will be informed whether your child will be in Class 3 or 

Class 4.  Please check your email to find out.  We usually split cohorts based on birthday as the fairest 

way, however if staff feel there is a strong academic or pastoral reason for staying with a teacher or 

moving up then we plan accordingly. 

To ensure exceptional provision and outcomes for all, children sometimes work between classes for 

academic or social and emotional purposes.  However, we will not be able to do this initially, as each 

class is to become a ‘Social Bubble’ with their teacher. 

‘Consistent groups reduce the risk of transmission by limiting the number of pupils and staff in contact 

with each other, to only those within the group’. 

Teaching Assistants and Lunchtime Supervisors will be able to be in ‘Double Bubbles’ and cross two 

classes.  

Class Organisation is as follows: 

Cohort 
 

Class Teacher 
 

TA’s Total in Class 

Reception 
and Year 1 

1 Mrs Brown 
 

Mrs Bailey 
Mr Stamp 
 

29 pupils 

Year 2 2 Mrs Whitfield 
 

Mrs Hauxwell 
 

18 Pupils 

Year 3 
and 
Year 4 

 
3 

 

Mrs Pearson 
 
 

Mrs Hauxwell 
 

Class 3 –  26 Pupils 
18 x Y3  and  8 x Y4  
 
 

Year 4 
and 
Year 5 

 
4 

Mrs Graham 
Mr Naughton 
 

Mrs Arrowsmith Class 4 = 27  Pupils 
9 x Y4 and 18 x Y5 

Year 6 5 Mrs Fulton 
 

Mrs Arrowsmith 
 

19 Pupils 

Total Number of Pupils in School 
 

119 

 

Wrap Around Care and Staggered Days 

The on-going Pandemic situation means that although school is once again open full-time to all pupils, 

we must still follow strict Health and Safety guidance and Risk Assessments.  Entry and Exits will 

continue to be staggered, as will breaks and lunchtimes.  

Wrap around Care was due to be trialled this summer term to enhance our provision further, as 

requested by many families.  We cannot proceed with those plans at present, but hope to do so in the 

future.  I do hope that by the end of the October half-term, we may be in a better position.  

Unfortunately, initially we will be unable to hold After School Clubs. 



‘Schools are asked to minimise the number of contacts that a pupil has during the school day as part of 

implementing the system of controls outlined below to reduce the risk of transmission’. 

‘While our aim is to have all pupils back at school in the Autumn, every school will also need to plan for 

the possibility of a local lockdown and how they will ensure the continuity of education’.  

I wish to give parents as much notice as possible, that after school provision will not be in place in 

September and that you should make alternative arrangements for the end of the day if you require 

this. 

 

Breakfast Club 

I would like to ask those regular users of Breakfast Club to contact the school office if you still require 

this facility in September.  This will need to be a confirmed booking on a weekly basis, in order that we 

can plan accordingly.  Breakfast Club will run from 7.45am as normal. 

For some children their school day will begin at 8.30am and they will finish at 3pm.  

At Breakfast Club, children will be on a table with their own Class Bubble in order that we can maintain                    

social distance from other classes. Activities to be provided on each table to minimise the need to move                  

around. 

We require all children coming to Breakfast Club to be in no later than 8am, given the earlier start time 

for some pupils. 

Uniform 

An order based on last year, has been placed with our Uniform suppliers.  Details of how you can order 

at school will be sent to you next week.  Delivery will be staggered and we will contact you to give you a 

time slot to collect and pay for it, once your order is fulfilled.  Please note, this may not be all available 

until late August. 

Pupils will be required to come to school wearing their school uniform with school PE kit as usual on 

Fridays.  Your child will also have an allocated PE day and should dress accordingly for this on that day, 

rather than kits coming back and forth.  There will be no requirement for indoor footwear.  School shoes 

for the most part and trainers for PE are fine.  In inclement weather, appropriate footwear to allow the 

children to be outside as much as possible.  

Pupils need an outdoor coat and a sun hat/sun cream or hats and gloves dependent on the weather. 

Belongings from home - No bags or belongings from home are to be brought into school.  Pupils will be 

provided with pencil cases, equipment and water bottles of their own by school.  Packed lunches will 

need to come to school in paper disposable bags rather than their own packed lunch boxes, which 

should have their name written on. This forms part of the schools risk assessments. 

End of Year Reports and Reading Books 

End of Year Reports will be available to pick up in the last week of term.  We also require all any reading 

books to be returned to school so we can organise our school library for September.  There will be boxes 

outside, under the parent shelter for you to deposit the books. 

  



Last Week of Term 

We would love to gather our OLST family in small socially distanced groups in the last week of term to 

give the pupils a chance to see their class mates and visit school before September. We are especially 

mindful of this as we have been unable to bring back most year groups given the situation. 

Year 6 pupils will also get to gather as a whole cohort for a special celebration on the last day of term. 

This will hopefully give them all a little boost before they embark on their brand new journey. 

Unfortunately, we cannot accommodate parents as usual, but we will share our Y6 celebration via social 

media. 

The below plan is voluntary for families.  We are splitting class groups so no group is over 15 pupils and 

we will gather on the school field if the weather allows or spread out in the School Hall.  Key Worker 

care will be as normal and pupils can join their class.  

  9.30-11.30am 1.30-3.30pm 
Class 1 Monday 13th July Group A Group B 
Class 2 Tuesday 14th July Group A Group B 
Class 3 Wednesday 15th July Group A Group B 
Class 4 Thursday 16th July Group A Group B 
Class 5 Friday 17th July Y6 Celebration - altogether 1.30-3.30pm 
 

The School Office will inform you early next week via text if you are Group A or Group B where you will 

be able to confirm your child’s attendance.  We hope to see as many of our children as possible. 

On behalf of all the Staff and Governors we wish you all a fantastic summer break and we look forward 

to seeing you all once again in September! 

 

Take care and stay safe! 

Mrs Veitch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


