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You are unique, talented and loved by God 
 

 

 

I cannot believe we are heading into the final few days of term. It has been another wonderful year at 

OLST and as you will see from your child’s report so many exceptional achievements to celebrate from 

every child.  

SAT Results 2022 

Our Year 6 results are excellent and something to be very proud of. The children have achieved highly 

across the board which is phenomenal considering the pandemic disruption in their Year 4 and 5 class.   

 Reading Writing  Maths GPS RWM 
Combined 

National 
Expected 

74% 69% 71% 72% 59% 

OLST Expected 
 

89% 79% 89% 84% 79% 

Greater Depth 
 

37% 0% 37% 53%  

 

OLST continues to be above the National Average in all areas as you can see from the table above.  I 

would like to thank the staff team for their exceptional work this academic year.  

Reports and Attendance 

All reports have gone out today and include your child’s attendance for the academic year.  I am mindful that 

many of our families have fallen into what is classed as a ‘Persistent Absence’.  This is when attendance falls 

below 90%. This will all reset in September as this is high on the agenda for the next academic year and something 

to be mindful of.   Lateness into school is a priority for us as lessons will begin promptly at 8.45am. 

Move Up Day 

All pupils have been in their new classes and met their teacher.  We are looking forward to welcoming our new 

staff members Mrs Hilton in Year 3/4, Miss Egginton in Y4/5 and Mrs McKendrick our new teaching assistant.  I 

know you will support us  



School Consultation – time of the day 

The vast majority of parents 79% all voted for the earlier start to the day which is more in line with how we 

operate currently.  

The school day for all commencing September will be 8.45 - 3.15pm. 

OLST FEST 2022  

This was a huge success once again.  Special thanks to Mr Naughton and Mrs Whitfield for organising a day full 

of music, fun and laughter.  I will not forget the Bishop Auckland Sea Shanty Singers and the infamous monkey 

stick in a hurry!  Thanks also to Durham Brass – Perhaps Contraption, Mrs Miller and the violinists and Jack Drum 

Arts for their contributions to the day. 

New School Entrance 

This will be operational from September and an entry/exit point for all pupils in Class 2, 3 and 4.  The gate will 

have an adult to welcome your child and will be opened at 8.40am.  All classroom doors onto the yard will be 

open for direct entry into school.  

Please be mindful that children should not be dropped off on the main A690 road near the gates. 

Class 5 will enter and exit via their class door.  Class 1 will enter and exit through the gates and along the main 

driveway to the side door.  This will all help to ease congestion on Cumberland Terrace.  

The gates will be open again at 3.10pm each day so parents can enter to pick up their child from the school yard.  

This should also help with sibling pick up. 

 

Predicted Extreme Heat Weather Warnings 

Government Communication 

The Met Office has extended an amber extreme heat warning for Sunday 17 July, 
Monday 18 July and Tuesday 19 July, as temperatures will build this weekend and 

early next week for much of England and Wales.   The amber warning highlights likely adverse health 
effects for the public, not just limited to those most vulnerable to extreme heat. 
Temperatures could be in excess of 35°C in the southeast, and more widely around 32°C within 
the warning area, with Monday and Tuesday most likely to see temperatures around this level. 
There is clear government guidance on looking after children and those in early years settings during 
heatwaves, including the use of ventilation, keeping children hydrated, and avoiding vigorous physical 
activity, encouraging children to wear loose, light coloured clothing and sunhats with wide brims, to 
use sunscreen, and providing them with plenty of water. 
Individual school leaders are responsible for managing their own local circumstances. We are not 
advising schools to close. 

OLST Plans taking into account the above: 

1. All pupils to wear sun cream and have sunhats in school. 
2. Additional shaded areas on field/ gazebos. 
3. All classrooms fully ventilated and pupils kept hydrated. 
4. Staff mindful of activities planned.  
5. Disco cancelled.   

https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/about-us/press-office/news/weather-and-climate/2022/heat-to-peak-early-next-week
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/warnings-and-advice/uk-warnings?WT.mc_id=Twitter_Weatherdesk_Enquiries#?date=2022-07-17?utm_source=14%20July%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/heatwave-plan-for-england/looking-after-children-and-those-in-early-years-settings-during-heatwaves-for-teachers-and-professionals?utm_source=14%20July%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/heatwave-plan-for-england/looking-after-children-and-those-in-early-years-settings-during-heatwaves-for-teachers-and-professionals?utm_source=14%20July%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


Next week at OLST: 

• Monday 18th July – Whole School Leavers Liturgy at 1.30pm in Church followed by refreshments in the 

school hall with your child.  

 

• Tuesday 19th July –  Last Day of Term (Y6 sign shirts) 

 

OLST Water Fun Day  

We want to still make the last day of term 

memorable for the Y6 pupils at OLST and have 

re-planned the disco by taking the music 

outside.  

All pupils will have a time slot across the school 

day to enjoy some water based fun and games.  

 

 

Craig and Nikki will be involved with water challenges, team games and obstacle courses.  

 

Please ensure your child comes to school in a t-shirt and shorts they do not mind getting wet.  

 

Pupils need:  

✓ a change of dry clothes including footwear. 

✓ a small towel 

✓ a plastic bag to put wet things in 

✓ optional – a water pistol/ water balloons for water play 

It is fair to say after the pandemic, OLST can handle any challenge that comes our way!  I am sure the children 

will have a memorable experience. 

 

Finally, I would like to thank you all for your support this year from the team here at 

OLST.  I appreciate all the kind comments in our parental survey and am extremely 

proud of our school and the community we serve.  

On behalf of the staff team and Governing body of OLST, I would like to wish you all 

a fantastic summer holiday. 

 

 

Return to School – Tuesday 6th September. 

 

Take care and enjoy! 

Mrs Veitch 

Head teacher 


